
Priestsic Primary and Nursery School 

Priestsic Reading Spine 2022-2023 

 
  
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Foundation 
1 

Journeys 
Gingerbread Man 

Train Ride 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing 
Where’s Spot 

Bears, Bears, Everywhere! 

Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

Whatever Next? 
Christmas Story 

 

Creatures 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

Once Upon a Picnic 

The Runaway Wok 

Dinosaur Roar 

The Wild  Woods 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 

Little Red Riding Hood 

Where’s My Teddy? 

We’re Going on an Easter 
Egg Hunt 

 

Plants 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
Jasper’s Beanstalk 

Each Peach, Pear, Plum 

We Love Animals! 

The Three Little Pigs 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear 

Hoooray for Fish 

Hairy Maclary 

Author 
Focus 

Tony Mitton Sarah Hayes Mick Inkpen Margaret Mayo Julia Jarmin Jes Alborough 

Reading 
for 

Pleasure 

Reading Challenge 

Rhyme Challenge 
Librarian Visit 

National Poetry Day 

Reading Bingo 
Christmas Elf Reading Bag 

Rhyme Challenge 
Librarian Visit 

World Book Day 
Reading Bingo 

Rhyme Challenge 

Sharing a book with an F2 

child 
Librarian Visit 
Reading in F2 

Nursery 
Rhymes 
and 

Poems 

Baa, Baa Black Sheep 

I’m a Little Teapot 
Row, row, row your boat 

Humpty Dumpty 

Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear 
Twinkle, Twinkle little star 

3 Blind Mice 
Incy Wincy 

Hickery Dickery Dock 
 

Pat-a-cake 
Little Miss Muffet 

Jack and Jill 

Wind the bobbin up 

Polly put the kettle on 
Ring a ring of roses 

This little piggy 
This old man 

Little Bo Peep 
A sailor went to sea, sea, 

sea 

Songs 
Head, Shoulders, Knees 

and Toes 

Harvest Songs 

Firework Song 
When Goldilocks went to 
the house of the bears 

Nativity Songs 
Jingle Bells 

The goats came marching 
Here we go around the 

Mulbberry Bush 

If you are happy and you 
know it 

Hungry Wolf Song 
Did you ever see a bunny? 

Ten Little Bunnies 

Brush your teeth 
Beanstalk growing tall 

Rainbow Song 

Old McDonald had a Farm 

Old McDonald had an 
ocean 

Travel around the world 

Foundation 
2 

Traditional Tales 
The Three Little Pigs 

Jack and The Beanstalk 
The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff 

Little Red Hen 
The Gingerbread Man 
Autumn (non-fiction) 

Light and dark 

Sparks in the Night 
The Best Diwali Ever 

The Woods and hibernation 

(non-fiction) 
Owl Babies 
Stickman 

The Nativity Story 
Christmas Stories 

Around the world 

Winter (non-fiction texts) 
Walking through the Jungle 

Rumble in the Jungle 

How to Catch a Dragon 
Handa’s Surprise 

Looking after me! 
The Enormous Pancake 
The boy who hated 

toothbrushes 
Spring (non-fiction) 
The Enormous Turnip 

The Easter Story 

Creepy crawly castles! 
St. George and the Dragon 

Castle Life (non-fiction) 
Mad about Dinosaurs 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Minibeasts (Non-fiction) 
The Queen’s Knickers 

 

My wonderful world 

Sunflower’s Life 
Clean Up 

Somebody Swallowed 

Stanley 
Sea Creatures (non-fiction) 

Summer (non-fiction) 

Pirate Pete 
Silly Billy 

Additional 
key texts 

Pig in the Pond 

Farm (non-fiction) 
Bean life cycle 

Stinky Jack and the 

Beanstalk 
Lotti Reniger 

Goats (non-fiction) 

Colour Monster 
Rosie’s Walk 
Churches 

India (non-fiction)  

Little Glow 

Where the poppies grow 
The Woods (non-fiction) 

Wow said the Owl 
Hoot Owl Master of Disguise 

The Gruffalo 

Whatever Next 
Tree: Seasons come and 

seasons go 

Snowflakes 
Jack Frost 

Goodbye Autumn, Hello 
Winter 

Melting ice 

Non-fiction animal texts 
Non-fiction Africa texts 
Non-fiction China texts 

E-safety Penguin 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 

Being Healthy (non-fiction) 
Give us a smile Cinderella 

Shhhhhh! 

Farmer Duck 
Oliver’s Fruit Salad 

Goodbye Winter, Hello 

Spring 
Oliver’s Milkshake 

Non-fiction texts Spring 

Six Dinner Sid 

On the Way Home 
Castle non-fiction texts 
George and his dragon 

Dinosaur stories 
Minibeast stories 

Caterpillar life cycle 

Queen non-fiction texts 
London 

Birthday crown 

A seed in need 

Titch 
Greta and the Giants 

Mrs Armitage on Wheels 

Recycling 
Sea creature stories 

Commotion in the Ocean 

poems 
Rainbow Fish 

Pirate themed stories 
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Tidy 
Pumpkin Soup 

Goodbye Summer, Hello 

Autumn 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing 

Churches 
Celebrating Christmas 

Peepo 
Easter linked texts 

Colour Monster 
Growing Up 

Author 
Focus 

Oliver Jeffers Jill Murphy Giles Andrae Sue Hendra Claire Freedman Nick Sharatt 

Reading 
for 

Pleasure 

Reading Challenge 

Rhyme Challenge 
Librarian Visit 

National Poetry Day 

Reading Bingo 
Christmas Elf Reading Bag 

Rhyme Challenge 
Librarian Visit 

World Book Day 
Reading Bingo 

Rhyme Challenge 

Sharing a book with an F1 

child 
Librarian Visit 

Reading in Year 1 

Nursery 
Rhymes 

and 
Poems 

1,2 Buckle my Shoe 

Goosey, Goosey, Goosey 

London Bridge 

What do we do at Harvest 

time? 

Happy, happy, happy – our 

tree 

Autumn leaves are falling 

down 

Firework Rhyme 

I’m a Little Hedgehog 

5 Wise Owls 

Doctor Foster 

Little Bo Peep 

Cobbler, Cobbler 

Rumble in the Jungle 

Two Tigers 

The Animal Fair 

Pancake Rhyme 

Pop goes the Weasel 

Goosey Goosey Gander 

Hot Cross Buns 

Grand old duke of York 

Dinosaur Poem 

Ladybird, Ladybird Fly Away 

Home 

Here is the Beehive 

Mary, Mary 

Commotion in the Ocean 

The sun has got his hat on 

Bobby Shafto 

Songs 

The Three Little Pigs 

Harvest Songs 

5 Gingerbread Men 

Autumn leaves 

Firework Song 

Little Grey Owl 

Nativity Songs 

We wish you a merry 

Christmas 

Walking through the Jungle 

Jambo Bwana 

Two Tigers 

Hello to the Children of the 

World 

Brush your teeth 

Cauliflowers Fluffy 

St. George 

Tiny Caterpillar 

National Anthem 

Pirate Songs 

Foundation 
Stage 

Books to exemplify the characteristics of effective learning:  

The Smartest Giant in Town, Elmer, Curious George, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Charlie and Lola, The Very Quiet Cricket, We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, Superworm, Percy the Park 

keeper 

Year 1 

What makes us human? 

Bog Baby 

Super Duper You 

 

What makes our family 

unique? 

Grandma Bird 

The Storm Whale 

Grandad Island 

 

How can I get around our 

town? 

Naughty Bus 

The Train Ride 

 

Is it better to be hot or 

cold? 

Meerkat Mail 

Lost and Found 

 

How different was my 

grandparents’ childhood to 

mine? 

Dogger 

Traction Man 

Old Bear 

 

Would Peter Rabbit like to 

live here? 

Peter Rabbit 

 

 

Author 
Focus 

Jeanne Willis Benji Davies 

 

Dapo Adeola (author and 

illustrator) 

 

 

Emily Gravett 

 

 

Shirley Hughes  
Beatrix Potter 

 

Year 1 
Reading 

for 

Pleasure 

Year 1 recommended reads – 50 books to share at home by the time you leave Year 1 

Daily storytime session, book of the day, poem of the day, half term poetry book to share in school and at home 

Promotion of reading for pleasure throughout the year eg book worms, reading bingo etc 

Celebration of reading throughout the year – National Poetry Day, World Book Day, National Storytelling Week, Non-fiction November etc 



 

Poems  

and 
Rhymes 

Ten in a bed 

*Home 

*When I grow up I want 

to be 

*Bend your body 

*Great big teeth 

*I can tie my shoes laces 

I come up to my brother’s 

knee. 

*I tried to wiggle every 

tooth. 

*My eyes can see. 

*Number one, touch your 

*This tooth 

 

Kookaburra sits in the old 

gum tree 

Two little dickie birds 

There was an old lady who 

swallowed a fly 

*Here is a house built up 

high 

*My little house won’t stand 

 

*The wheels on the bus 

*England, Ireland, Scotland, 

Wales 

*The Transport Poem 

*Row, row, row the boat 

*This is the way we cross 

the road 

*Five little cars 

 Five little monkeys 

I hear thunder  

The North wind doth blow 

If I was a polar bear 

African animals 

The African elephant 

 

 

Toys poetry collection 

Horsie horsie 

Ride a cock horse 

Girls and boys come out to 

play 

*The old rocking horse  

Miss Polly had a Dolly 

 

Little Peter Rabbit 

Mary Mary 

*Ten tall sunflowers 

*This is the song the seed 

sings 

*The Dandelion 

 

Year 2 

Why is Planet Earth our 

home? 

Man on the Moon 

The Sea of Tranquillity 

One Giant Leap 

Little People Big dreams: 

Amelia Earhart 

Space Poems 

Does everyone in London 

live like the Queen? 

The Great Fire of London 

Toby and the Great Fire of 

London 

The Queen’s Hat 

The Royal Rabbits of 

London 

London Bus (poetry) 

 

If you go down to the 

woods today… 

Little Evie in the Wild Wood 

Wolves 

Inside the Villains 

The Last Wolf 

The Owl and the Pussy Cat 

 

Should we really want the 

rain to go away? 

Lila and the Secret of Rain 

African Tales 

Bringing the Rain to Kapiti 

Plain 

Africa – Amazing Africa 

 

 

 

Where’s Best: Home or Away? 

The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch collection 

Author 

Focus 
Simon Bartram James Mayhew Inga Moore Jackie Morriss  Verna Aardema Rhonda and David Armitage  

Year 2 

Reading 
for 

Pleasure 

Year 2 Recommended Reads – 50 books to read by the time you leave Year 2 

Daily storytime session 

Reading at home promotion and reading for pleasure promotion throughout the year – book worm pet 

Celebration of reading throughout the year – National Poetry day, World Book day, National Storytelling Week 

Story 

time texts 

Bob and Barry’s Lunar 

Adventures- The Heartless 

Robots- Simon Bartram 

￼A Walk in London – 

Salvatore Rubbino 

Evie and the Animals- Matt 

Haig 

Hotel Flamingo -Alex 

Milway 

Climbers- Ali Standish 
Anna Hibiscus- Atinuke 

Too Small Tola- Atinuke 

Light House Keeper’s 

Catastrophe collection- 

Rhonda and David 

Armitage 

 
Poems, 
Rhymes 
and 

Songs 

Poetry booklet to enjoy at home and share in class for every unit of learning to include: 

 

We’re off to look for aliens Colin McNaughton 

Space Poems anthology Gaby Morgan 

All Aboard the London Bus Patricia Toht 

The Owl and the Pussy Cat Edward Lear 

The Quangle Wangle’s Hat Edward lear 

Bringing the Rain to Kapiti plain Verna Aardema 

Dragonfly out in the sun David Windle 

The Jumblies Edward Lear 

I’d be a lighthouse Rachel Lyman Field 
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London Bridge is falling down 

Ring-a-ring-a-roses (Linked to plague study and local 

history link GFOL) 

London’s Burning (round) 

They’re Changing Guards at Buckingham Palace A.A. 

Milne 

Buildings  Myra Cohn Livingstone 

Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat.. 

Ring o ring o roses 

 

The Sun is laughing – a collection of poems compiled by Sue 

Ellis 

An elephant goes like this and that. 

If you should meet a crocodile 

 

Seaside Shirley Hughes 

1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught a shark alive! 

Oh I do like to be beside the seaside John Glover 

The Sea John Foster 

 

Year 3 

 
 

Should we be afraid of 
the dark? 

Orion and the Dark 

The Owl who is afraid of 

the Dark  

 

 
 

Should we always believe 

what we hear? 
Robin Hood 

 

 

 

What are rocks used for? 
Stone Age Boy 

Wild Girl  

A Child’s Garden  

 
 

How does our planet look after 
us? 

The Flower 

 

 
 
 

 

 

What makes the earth 
shake? 

The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter 

 

 

What is down the rabbit 
hole? 

Alice in Wonderland 

 
 

 

Author 
Focus 

Anthony Browne Rob Lloyd Jones. Satoshi Kitamura 

 

John Light 

 

Phillip Pullman Lewis Carroll 

Year 3 
Reading 

for 

Pleasure 

Year 3 recommended reads – 50 books to read by the time you leave Year 3 

Daily read aloud (Storytime) session – reading a range of books (Year 3 Read aloud books and ones chosen for interest by the children) 

A poem a day shared at story time  

Book Buzz (daily reading for pleasure/buddy reading) 

Reading Intervention (reading miles)  

Celebration of reading throughout the year – National Poetry day, World Book day, National Story telling Week 

 

Suggested Read aloud’ Books: 

Cat Tales: Ice Cat Linda Newberry 

The Sheep Pig  Dick King-Smith 

The Abominable  Eva Ibbotson 

The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe CS Lewis 

The Midnight Fox Betsy Byars 

The Owl who was afraid of the dark Jill Tomlinson 

Stig of the Dump Clive King 

The Diary of a Killer Cat Anne Fine 

 

 

Read aloud’ Poems: 

Quick, Let's Get Out of Here Michael Rosen and Quentin Blake  



The Puffin Book of Utterly Brilliant Poetry Brian Patten 

The World's Greatest Space Cadet James Carter and Ed Boxall  

 

Other poems: 

Dream Variations Langston Hughes 

Revolting Rhymes Roald Dahl 

A selection from https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems 

Poems, 
Rhymes 
and 

Songs 

The Sound Collector - Roger McGough What is Pink? by Christina Rossetti 
Fireworks – James Reeves 

 The Mouse’s Tail – Lewis Carroll 

Year 4 

 

Should we always follow the rules?  

Greek Myths  

A range of non-fiction books on  the Ancient Greeks.  

 

What does it take to be an 

engineer? 

The Iron Man 

Non fiction on Nicola Tesla 

and Lovelace 

 

Animals Including Humans 

 

The Incredible Book Eating 

Boy 

Earth: Do we Protect or 

Destroy? 

 

The Promise 

Earth: Do we Protect or 

Destroy? 

 

The Wind in the Willows 

Author 
Focus 

Maz Evans Ted Hughes Oliver Jeffers Nicola Davies Kenneth Grahame 

Year 4 

Reading 
for 

Pleasure 

Year 4 recommended reads – 50 books to read by the time you leave Year 4 

Daily read aloud (storytime) session – reading a range of books (Year 4 Read aloud books and ones chosen for interest by the children) 

A poem a day shared at story time  

Book Buzz (daily reading for pleasure/buddy reading) 

Reading Intervention (reading miles)  

Celebration of reading throughout the year – National Poetry day, World Book day, National Story telling Week 

 

Read aloud’ Books: 

Bill’s New Frock Anne Fine 

Charlotte’s Web EB White 

Why the Whales Came Michael Morpurgo 

The Snow Walker’s Son  Catherine Fisher 

Perry Angel’s Suitcasey Glenda Millard 

The Witches Roald Dahl 

Running on Empty S.E. Durrant 

How to train your Dragon Cressida Cowell 

Woof Allan Ahlberg 

Voices in the Park by Anthony Browne 

 

‘Read aloud’ Poems: 

Collected Poems for Children Ted Hughes: 

Deep in the Green Wood  Wes Magee  

Sensational! Poems Inspired by the Five Senses  Roger McGough  



 

Other poems: 

Something Told the Wild Geese Rachel Field 

In Flanders Fields John McCrae 

A selection from https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems 

Poems, 
Rhymes 

and 
Songs 

 My Cat- Pie Corbett Ice Cream Man by Rachel Field 

Year 5 

 

Will humans ever populate 

another world?  

Leon and the place 

between. 

 

 

Should we accept our place 

in society?  

Journey to Jo’burg. 

 

Who were the real villains? 

Lady of Shalott 

 

 

Who were the real villains? 

Beowulf 

 

How high would you go? 

The man who walked 

between 2 towers 

 

 

Where would your 

imagination take you? 

The Nowhere Emporium. 

Author 
Focus 

 

Grahame Baker-Smith 

 

 

Beverley Naidoo 
 

Alfred Lord Tennyson. 

 

 

Michael Morpurgo 
 

Modicai Gerstein 

 

 

Ross Mackenzie 

Year 5 

Reading 
for 

Pleasure 

Year 5 recommended reads – 50 books to read by the time you leave Year 5 

Daily read aloud (storytime) session – reading a range of books (Year 5 Read aloud books and ones chosen for interest by the children) 

A poem a day shared at story time  

Book Buzz (daily reading for pleasure/buddy reading) 

Reading Intervention (reading miles)  

Celebration of reading throughout the year – National Poetry day, World Book day, National Story telling Week 

 

 

Read aloud’ Books: 

Varjak Paw  SF Said 

Wolf Brother  Michelle Paver 

The Midnight Fox by Betsy Byars 

Tom’s Midnight Garden  Phillipa Pearce 

FArTHER  Grahame Baker-Smith (picture book) 

Swallows and Amazons- Arthur Ransome. 

The Jungle Book Rudyard Kipling 

An Eagle in the Snow Michael Morpurgo 

Time Travelling with a Hamster Ross Welford 

1000 Year Old Boy Ross Welford 

The children of the king Sonya Hartnett. 

Swimming to the moon- Jane Elson. 

The bubble boy- Stewart Foster. 

 

‘Read aloud’ Poems: 



Juggling with Gerbils Brian Patten  

Hello H2O John Agard and Satoshi Kitamura 

Hot Like Fire and Other Poems Valerie Bloom and Debbie Lush  

 

 

Other poems: 

If  Rudyard Kipling 

The Listeners Walter de La Mare 

Sky in the Pie Roger McGough 

A selection from https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems 

Poems, 

Rhymes 
and 
Songs 

The magic box- Kit wright. 

Rewriting the poem and creating their own using features 

learned in lesson. 

. 

Christmas poems- looking at poems around Christmas and 

writing their own around what Christmas means to them. 

Harvest song. 

Song about harvest time for the harvest festival. 

 

S is for South Africa – Beverley Naidoo 

Spring poems- 

Poems around spring time, and creating their own poems 

using inspiration from the ones they have read. 

 

The Lady of Shalott is a famous poem which we study 

closely for the entire spring 1. 

 

Kennings.  

 

 

If – Rudyard Kipling 

Poet study – Brian Patten 

Year 6 
 

 
 

 

Climate change – can 

what’s been done be 

undone? 

Is it acceptable to abuse 

nature to fulfil human 

need? 

 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 
The Giant’s Necklace 

 

Does being powerful make 
you right? 

Macbeth 

(Original text and 

Shakespeare Stories by Leon 

Garfield) 

 

 

Does being powerful make 
you right? 

 

Once  
 
 

 

Is change always a negative 

thing? 

 

Wonder 

The Water Tower 

Is it ever fair to be rich? 

 

Trash 

A range of non-fiction books 

on Brazil and the Rainforest 

 

 

Is it ever fair to be 

rich? 

 

Trash 

A range of non-fiction 

books on Brazil and the 

Rainforest 

 
 

Author 
Focus 

 

Kate Rundell 

 

 

Shakespeare 

 

Morris Gleitzman 

 

J. P. Palacio 

Gary Crew 

 

 

Andy Mulligan 

 

Andy Mulligan 



Year 6 
Reading 

for 

Pleasure 

Year  Recommended Reads – ‘Six to Read in Six’ 

Daily read aloud (storytime) session – reading a range of books (Year 6 Read aloud books and ones chosen for interest by the children) 

A poem a day shared at story time. 

Book Buzz (daily reading for pleasure/buddy reading) 

Celebration of reading throughout the year – National Poetry day, World Book day, National Story telling Week 

 

‘Read aloud’ Books: 

 

Holes Louis Sacher 

Clockwork Phillip Pullman 

Skellig David Almond 

Fireweed by Jill Paton Walsh 

River Boy by Tim Bowler 

The Arrival Shuan Tan (picture book) 

A Christmas Carol Charles Dickens 

Once  Morris Gleitzman 

Sky Song Abi Elphinstone 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone  J.K. Rowling 

The Lost Thing Shaun Tan (picture book) 

The Girl of Ink and Stars Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

A Monster Calls Patrick Ness 

Secrets of a Sun King Emma Carroll 

 

‘Read aloud’ Poems: 

New and Collected Poems for Children Carol Ann Duffy  

Collected Poems for Children Charles Causley: 
Lost Magic: The Very Best of Brian Moses Brian Moses 
 

Other poems: 
The Tyger  William Blake 
Jabberwocky Lewis Carrol 

Fog Carl Sandburg 
A selection from https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems 

 

Poems, 
Rhymes 

and 
Songs 

 

The Raven 

Edgar Allan Poe 

 

The Barefoot Book of Earth Poems Grace Nicholls 

 

 

Macbeth Shakespearean verse 

 

Body Talk  Benjamin Zephaniah 

 

 

 

The Door Miroslav Holub 

 

 



 


